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The First Europe Tibetan Congress was held in Basel, Switzerland from 11 to 12 October 2008. Attended by 
127 representatives from across the Tibetan communities in 15 European countries, the congress adopted 
the following 19-point resolution: Major Resolution containing four points; and Political and Cultural 
Resolution containing 15-points.   
  

FOUR MAJOR RESOLUTIONS  
  

1) The Chinese government says that His Holiness the Dalai Lama is not capable of representing the 
Tibetan people. Through this congress, we should send a clear political message to Chinese top leadership 
that His Holiness is the sole and legal representative of the six million Tibetan people.  
 
2) We should also send a petition to President Hu Jintao and other Chinese leaders explaining: that they 
should put an immediate end to their defamatory campaign against the person of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, which greatly hurts the [religious] sentiments of not just the six million Tibetans but also the Buddhist 
communities across the world; that President Hu Jintao should engage in a direct talk with His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama to determine the future status of Tibet in a just and sincere manner; that they should stop its 
repressive policy over the peaceful Tibetan demonstrators in Tibet and allow internationally recognised 
bodies to investigate the actual situation there.  
 
3) Europe Tibetan Congress urges the European Union’s concerned authorities and its parliament to 
appoint a Special Co-ordinator on the affairs of Tibet. 
 
4) As suggested by the representatives from across the Tibetan communities in 15 European countries, all 
the Tibetan community leaders met separately to decide the following in regard to the second, Europe 
Tibetan Congress:  
 

a) The second Europe Tibetan Congress shall be held in October 2010; 
 
b) The venue of the congress shall be one of these three countries — Germany, France or Belgium;  

 
c) Names of the members of the Preparatory Committee for the Second Europe Tibetan Congress 
and their responsibilities are as follows:  
 

 Choegyal Tenzin, a former Tibetan parliament member and a resident of Hungary; and 
Khenrab, a resident of Spain; to serve as Tibetan language secretaries  

 Tenzin, a resident of Norway; and Tsewang, a resident of Austria; to serve as English 
language secretaries 

 Thubten Tenzin, a resident of Italy, to serve as the Vice-President of the Preparatory 
Committee 

 
d) The leader of the Tibetan community of the country, where the second Europe Tibetan Congress is going 
to be held, shall serve as the President of the Preparatory Committee.  
 

POLITICAL AND CULTURAL RESOLUTION  
 

Political Activities  
 
5) Until the eventual resolution of the issue of Tibet, the Tibetan communities in Europe should continue to 
intensify their collective or individual political activities, such as holding protest demonstrations against the 
Chinese government.  
 
6) Organise a special, massive [political] campaign coinciding with the 50th anniversary of the Tibetan 
National Uprising, which falls on 10 March 2009. 
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7) Create a new Website for disseminating information on the issue of Tibet. 
 
8) Initiate campaigns for the release of all political prisoners in Tibet. 
 
9) Conduct workshops/training programmes for the [Tibetan community] leaders, or responsible persons, on 
the theme of effective management and organisation of various campaign-related activities.  
 
10) Like the lawsuit against some of the Chinese leaders in the court of Spain, explore ways of filing similar 
suits in the courts of other European countries.  
 
11) Work towards developing relations with Chinese residents in Europe so as to educate them about the 
true situation inside Tibet. 
 
12) Organise cultural programmes as well as [Tibet-related] movie screenings to create better awareness of 
the situation inside Tibet in Europe.  
 

Preservation of Tibetan religion, culture and language 
 
13) In order to preserve Tibetan culture, parents and local Tibetan community organisations should take up 
more responsibilities by introducing appropriate educational programmes [to the Tibetan youngsters] in their 
localities.  
 
14) Local Tibetan community organisations should take responsibility in ensuring strict compliance of the 
guidelines issued by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan Administration regarding the worship of 
Dolgyal spirit.  
 
15) Make arrangements for sending children to bigger Tibetan communities, such as India, to study Tibetan 
language and culture.  
 
16) Conduct workshops/training programmes for the Tibetan communities in Europe, and particularly for the 
Tibetan youths, so as to enhance their knowledge about the Tibetan history and politics.   
 
17) In order to generate interest in their own culture, organise cultural, [or Tibetan song and dance,] 
competitions among the various Tibetan communities in Europe.  
 
18) Work towards fostering closer ties among the Tibetan communities in Europe and improving their 
functions.   
 
19) Instituting a permanent body for overseeing the works of the Europe Tibetan Congress is to be 
postponed for the time being, so that this matter could first be discussed at length within the respective 
Tibetan communities separately. However any changes or amendments that may be deemed necessary 
should continue to be introduced in the existing, draft rules and regulation of this body.  
 
Note: Translated from the Tibetan original 


